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“For the students who are the professionals of the future, developing the ability to investigate problems,
make judgments on the basis of sound evidence, take decisions on a rational basis, and understand what they
are doing and why is vital. Research and inquiry is not just for those who choose to pursue an academic
career. It is central to professional life in the twenty-first century.”
Brew (2007, 7)
The argument of this session is two-fold. Firstly, all undergraduate students in all higher education
institutions should experience learning through and about research; and secondly, this is an effective way for
students to develop the learning skills they need to succeed in their courses and their future careers.
Engaging our students in research and inquiry is one of the best ways to link teaching and research; in other
words, to see them as producers, not just consumers of knowledge. Many undergraduate research
programmes are for selected students and may well be outside the formal curriculum, e.g. in summer
enrichment programmes. However, here it is suggested that the key to mainstreaming undergraduate
research and inquiry is to integrate it into the curriculum. The session will explore the variety of ways in
which undergraduate research and inquiry based learning can stimulate learning development from first to
final year using numerous mini-case studies from different disciplines, departments and institutions in
Australasia, Europe and North America. It is part of a wider debate of engaging students as partners in
higher education.
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